RESPONSE FORM
Aid to the Church in Need
PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148
Ph/Fax No: (02) 9679-1929

e-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE

Mr/Mrs/MiSS/SI/REV: ...,
AdAress: . ..o
Postcode: ........... Tel NO: o,
I/We enclose §............ to support the work of the

Church in Iraq and the Middle East.
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to

Aid to the Church in Need
OR please debit my Bankcard, Visa or Mastercard:

1990003333730 DDEIEI

Exp date: /

A04/4/2/2/10

Signature:

Our new book “Images of Christianity at the beginning
of the Third Millennium” will be sent out to all those who
give a donation of $30 or more and tick this box. (7]

Beautifully-produced, this large book is
packed full of pictures of people from
around the world who make the Church
what it is today. Revealed are a people of
such variety and yet all bound together by
Faith. An aid to prayer and reflection, the
volume comes complete with reflections
from Pope John Paul II and a whole host
of other thinkers and theologians.

The book also contains a number
of writings and historical photos of Fr Werenfried van
Straaten, the Founder of Aid to the Church in Need.

This beautiful book is in full colour and measures 21 cm x 27 cm.

A wonderful gift idea!

In order to be able to survive in their Arab homeland, the Christians
of the Middle East need your prayers and your generosity.

"'h with a copy
to The Church
d Child's Bible.

The projects sponsored by Aid to the Church in Need are particularly effective.
With our help, the Christians can organise themselves and work to establish an
effective infrastructure.

Aid to the Church in Need has for many years been helping the

e In order to stem the increasing tide of emigration among Christians,
Church locally, in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel.

Aid to the Church in Need is an international Catholic charity founded by
Fr. Werenfried van Straaten in the difficult years following World War II. The
work of the legendary ‘Bacon Priest’ is today carried on in 18 western donor
countries. ACN provides relief from material and spiritual distress in some 140
countries throughout the world.

Aid to the Church in Need

PO Box 6245 Blacktown DC NSW 2148
Tel/Fax: 02 9679-1929
e-mail: info@aidtochurch.org Web: www.aidtochurch.org

Iraq - “Please help, so that Christianity doesn’t
die out in my country!” A plea from Sister Luisa
of the Order of Daughters of the Sacred Heart.

-

Lebano ¢
Israel

Christians have been living in what is now Iraq since the time of the Apostle Thomas.
Today they face the constant threat of Islamic fundamentalism, war and economic
insecurity, and there is a real danger that, after almost two thousand years, Christian life
will finally be extinguished here. Christians in Iraq make up just 4% of the population.

Aid to the Church in Need

Wherever the Church needs us www.aidtochurch.org




The slow, relentless
disappearance of Christians
in Iraq.

Owing to the pressure by fundamentalist
Islamic groups, and to the precarious
security situation, the tiny Christian
minority is forced to depend almost
entirely on its own resources.

Bishop Ka;vsab of Basra, in the
dispensary co-funded by Aid to the
Church in Need (ACN).

But despite this, it is mostly the Christian
religious communities which continue
to work, tirelessly, in the hospitals and
kindergartens, with the orphaned and
the handicapped.

Thousands of Christian
families have had no means of
income for many months.

@

The medical supplies and emergency
basic necessities provided by ACN are
little more than a drop in the ocean of
need. What is most needed here at the
moment is monetary assistance and
human commitment to help the suffering
population of the larger cities.
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In the Institute of St Elias in Baghdad
where students receive a basic education
in philosophy and theology.

In Iraq there is no security.

“Criminal gangs are kidnapping young
boys and girls in order to turn them
into sex slaves, or drug dealers”, reports
Archbishop Jan Sleiman of Baghdad.

In the south of the country the situation
is especially catastrophic for the
Christians. In Basra, for example, they
are under increasing pressure. The
Shiites are in the majority here, and they
are striving for power.

Ever since 1957 Aid to Church in Need has been
helping the poorest and most needy of the Christians
in the Middle East, in a spirit of Christian charity and

brotherhood.

Christian women have to veil
themselves from head to foot
before going out onto the
street. Otherwise, they are
attacked or threatened.

Despite their difficult situation, the
Christians still engage in a lively
community life. Bishop Kassab of
Basra thanked Aid to the Church in
Need for its support. He insists that the
Christians are not at all hostile towards
their Muslim neighbours.

Although most of the schools are open,
only a handful of pupils and students

The world is talking about the
daily violence in Iraq but they
completely ignore the plight of
the Christians.

Prayer for peace in Harmashe

dare venture out onto the streets.

In the town of Dora, the scene
of fierce fighting in 2003, the
theological faculty - Babel College
- was able to reopen its doors at the
end of last year.

The Christians of Iraq are trying
to leave the country. They are
being forced to do so.

The challenges facing Aid to the

Church in Need are immense:

* repair and rebuilding of
churches.

+ training of priests and religious.

» provision of emergency supplies.

All this is helping to stem the
slow haemorrhage
communities.

of Christian

The family of a Christian grocer in
Mosul, Iraq.

In the mainly Christian village of Harmashe, Aid to
the Church in Need has funded a multipurpose centre,

4 where Christians can celebrate Mass, pray together and
meet as a living community.

Let us not allow
Christianity to die
out in the countries
of the Middle East!




